
 

experienced hobbyists seeking a more 

dynamic aquarium setup. 

4. Goldfish: A classic favorite, 

goldfish come in various shapes and 

sizes, including the iconic comet, 

fantail, and ranchu varieties. 

5. Koi Carp: Revered for their beauty 

and symbolism in Asian culture, koi 

carp are often kept in ornamental 

ponds and can fetch high prices in the 

market. 

Government Schemes: Benefit from 

initiatives like the Pradhan Mantri 

Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), 

which offers financial assistance, 

training, and support for setting up 

ornamental fish units. 

Expert Institutions: Organizations 

like ICAR-CIFA and the National 

Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) 

provide invaluable training and 

technical guidance. 
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Ornamental fish farming,  

An industry often overshadowed by its 

larger agricultural counterparts, 

holds its own unique allure.  

While traditional agriculture focuses 

on sustenance, ornamental fish 

farming transcends the utilitarian, 

tapping into the aesthetic and 

commercial potential of aquatic life.  

The Beauty of Ornamental Fish 

The primary attractiveness of 

ornamental fish lies in their shunning 

visual characteristics. From brilliant 

colors to intricate patterns, these fish 

add vibrancy and life to any aquatic 

setting. Their diversity is staggering, 

with each species possessing unique 

features that captivate hobbyists 

worldwide. 

The Business of Ornamental Fish 

Farming 

Behind the beauty lies a successful 

business ecosystem. Ornamental fish 

farming serves both recreational and 

commercial purposes, catering to 

hobbyists, pet stores, aquariums, and 

even research institutions.  

With the global aquarium market 

valued at billions of dollars annually, 

the demand for exotic fish continues 

to increase or rise. 

Low Initial Investment:  only a small 

backyard is enough with some tanks, 

tubs, and basic water management to 

start your very own small business. 

Key Species in Ornamental Fish 

Farming 

Several species dominate the 

ornamental fish farming landscape, 

each with its own niche in the market: 

1. Guppies: Known for their small size 

and vibrant colors, guppies are a 

popular choice for beginner hobbyists. 

2. Tetras: Neon tetras, cardinal 

tetras, and other tetra species are 

prized for their striking hues and 

peaceful demeanor, making them 

ideal for community tanks. 

3. Cichlids: With their diverse colors 

and behaviors, cichlids appeal to  


